Parents and Students:  Please provide signatures at the bottom of each page indicating that you have read and understand the Course Requirements and Student Responsibilities.  Thank you.


Biology Course Requirements and Student Responsibilities

Biology Instructor:  Mr. Inge
Room: 3706
Biology Class Site: hshsinge.weebly.com   
School Site: hollyspringshigh.org 

Email:  dinge@wcpss.net       VM: 577-1444      Office Hours:  6:50-7:20 Tuesday and Thursday
Go to http://www.dpi.statdncus/curriculum/science/standard/downloads/093biology.pdf for NC Biology Standards
Expected Student Outcomes

This Biology course focuses on biology and career development.  Mastery Learning is approached through multiple assessment formats, reciprocal peer teaching, and project-based learning.  Your success in this course will be based on your ability to accomplish the following tasks:

1. Satisfactory mastery of essential concepts and facts as determined by test results, project-based learning, reciprocal peer teaching, and a passing score on the North Carolina End Of Course Exam (EOC).  

2. Planning, conducting and reporting of laboratory investigations as evidenced by laboratory reports and lab test results.

3. Reading assigned material as evidenced by completed assignments, projects, quizzes, and test results.

4. Maintaining an organized binder for assignments, class notes, lab notes, and assessments.

5. Showing evidence of responsibility by helping classmates, participating in class discussions, cooperative learning lessons, behaving in a careful, responsible manner during laboratory activities, and participating in lab clean-up activities.

6. Maintaining a minimum grade average of a “C” or better.  If this is not attained, additional class instruction is required to achieve this expectation.  Various methods of assistance will be provided on Monday (B) and Wednesday (A&B) during H.O.T. Lunch.
PLEASE sign both sides of this document.
Daily Class Requirements

1. Attendance

a. Tardies:  When the bell rings you are to be in your seat and ready to begin class.  If you arrive after the bell without a legitimate note from previous teacher or administrator, you are tardy.  If you are late additional times, you will serve additional school discipline accompanied by a phone call to your parents and the development of a Behavior Contract.

b. Unexcused Absences:  Attendance is taken every day and the school policy on attendance will be followed.  A class skip is a serious offense, and it is the responsibility of the student to be aware of the consequences of skipping class.

c. School Related Absences:  Athletic events, field trips and other school-sponsored absences from class must be excused one day in advance or they will be considered a Class Cut.  All work must be picked up in advance and turned in on time. 
d. Hall Passes: There is a 3-minute time limit on hall pass use and only one student may use the pass at any time.  NEVER leave the classroom without a hall pass and permission from your teacher.  
e. Making Up Assignments: This must be done during the specified science tutorial time on Monday (2nd half of lunch) or Wednesday (1st half of lunch).  Though unlikely, your teacher may opt to have you take it in class (rather than wait until Monday or Wednesday).  This decision is at the discretion of the teacher.
2.  Materials: bring these items every day (a hall pass will not be given to get these items)

a. 3-Ring Binder (2” minimum):  The binder should contain LOOSE LEAF PAPER and it MUST be used exclusively for Biology.    All work should be organized by unit and kept for the entire quarter, at which time your instructor will indicate what materials you may remove from the binder.  Items that are removed should be saved in long-term storage as review sheets for the final examination, which will be comprehensive.  Papers kept inside your textbook are not acceptable as part of a biology notebook.  

b. Pencil:  A mechanical pencil with lead is highly encouraged!  All work is to be done in pencil.  Work done in other colors may not be acceptable.  #2 pencils will be required for many Lesson and Unit Exams, as well as Benchmark Assessments.  Do not expect these to be issued by the teacher.
c. Colored pencils (12pack):  These will be needed for various projects as well as classwork and homework assignments throughout the duration of the course.  Do not expect to “piggy-back” off of your classmates with this or any other material.

d. Textbook:  Your textbook is “Prentice Hall Biology” and NC Biology Coach Book.  We will maintain a class set within the classroom.  Students wishing to check out a textbook for the semester should see the instructor.
e. Memory Storage:  Students are encouraged (not required) to have a way of saving and transferring electronic files beyond email.  This can include Flash/Jump Drives (preferred) or an email address. 
This is a two-sided document.  

Grades and Evaluation Criteria: The final year grade is determined according to school policy.






Each 9-week Term: 40% X 2 Terms 
= 80%






EOC Final Exam: 20%

= 20%






            



 100%

No student is excused from taking the final NC End Of Course exam.

Please Sign Below
Student grades for each 9-week Term will be determined more specifically by the following criteria:

10% Homework

· Homework:  Assignments are to be completed neatly by the announced due dates.  All assignments should be done in blue or black ink or dark pencil.  Each assignment must have a heading that includes:  your name, class period, date, and assignment number.  Unless your teacher allows co-operative work on assignments, individual work should be done independently and the written assignment should never be identical to that of another student.  In other words, NO COPYING.  All questions that you are assigned to answer should be written as complete sentences, avoiding the use of unidentified pronouns and implying the question in the answer.
40%  Tests & Quizzes

· Topic Quizzes (TQs): TQs will be given at the conclusion of most topics (3-5 days), and will be based on material from the textbook, lecture notes, and laboratory results.  The expectation is that students will be able to analyze and apply the concepts (not just memorize).
· Tests/Benchmark Assessments (BA):  Four comprehensive exams will be given approximately every four and a half weeks as scheduled by the school.  The final BA is the EOC test which accounts for 20% of the ENTIRE class grade (not reflected in the quarter average).
· Retesting:  Retests will be allowed for students who fail a Benchmark.  Students who desire a retest must inform the class instructor upon failure notification and attend ALL offered standards-based remediation sessions during HOT lunch tutorials.
50% Classwork and Labs
· Classwork:  Assignments to be completed in class will be weighted appropriately.  Assignments may include webquests, activities, peer teaching, debate, group work, or other reinforcement material.
· Labs:  A lab report will be required for most investigations and is to be completed neatly in blue/black ink or dark pencil and turned in by the announced due date.

Class Participation and Class Conduct:  Self Management

a. Follow Instructions: Please pay attention and ask for clarification and not for repetition of direction or information.
b. Assignments and Activities:  Classwork is part of class participation.
c. Class Discussion:  You are expected to participate in all class discussions in a positive and constructive manner.  Your teacher may call on you even if you do not raise your hand during such discussions.
d. Conduct:  Improper conduct interferes with the learning of others.  All students are expected to be respectful of others.  Raise your hand to be called upon.  Help maintain a good learning environment.  Demonstrate acceptable social manners.  Manners matter!  Abide by all lab safety guidelines to guarantee the health and safety of everyone involved.  Remain seated and engaged until dismissed by the teacher (at, or following the bell).
e.     Cheating and Academic Misconduct will not be tolerated.  Any student caught cheating on any assignment will 
        complete an alternate assignment in accordance with the school wide policy to receive full credit.  He/she will also be 
        referred to the appropriate administrator for disciplinary consequences.

4.  Make Up Work Is Your Responsibility:

If you have an excused absence from class, it is your responsibility to find out what was missed and complete the work.  Please see the student handbook for a detailed explanation of the late work policy.
Tests and Quizzes:  If you are absent on the day a Benchmark or Topic Quiz is given but were in class prior to the test date, you are expected to take it on the day you return to class.  Tests must be made up within the time guidelines.  You can get a pass to take your test during lunch (with teacher permission) and report to the classroom to make up the test.  Special arrangements to make up tests before or after school can also be made.

5. Extra Credit and Enrichment:  

The purpose of extra credit and enrichment is to give you the opportunity to demonstrate that you have learned something extra within the content of the curriculum.  If you plan on doing extra credit, you must gain my approval in advance.  These opportunities will be extremely limited.
6.
Class Safety and Climate:

a. All food (beverages must have a lid or cap) must remain outside the classroom.  This includes candy.  School rule. 
b. ALL electronics are to remain out of sight and turned OFF unless teacher allows media use during class time.  If used or on at inappropriate times, items will be confiscated. 

c.   Unless otherwise instructed (labs, group activities, etc.), students should be in their assigned seats.
7.    Required Reading (Honors only):
In order to solidify and gain further understanding of core concepts, you will be assigned to read The Hot Zone, by Richard Preston.  Though purchasing is not mandated, it would be very helpful for you to attain a personal copy for yourself.  The Hot Zone does contain the occasional use of objectionable language as well as the mature themes of death by a lethal virus and the euthanasia of some animals.  If you should have concerns or questions, please contact me at the email address or telephone number listed at the top of this syllabus.  Another letter of notification will be sent home with the student when assigned reading is to begin (approximately eight to ten weeks into the semester).
Please Sign Below
Student Signature________________________

Parent Signature_____________________________

